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Introduction 
Former	Group	Scout	Leader	Bill	Carden	prepared	these	papers	in	January	2007	to	record	
his	memories	of	Scouting	in	Chalfont	St	Giles	between	1946	and	1966.	The	papers	provide	a	
valuable	first-hand	account	of	the	Group's	post-war	re-establishment,	summer	camps,	the	
old	Scout	Hut,	and	the	creation	of	the	Silver	Hill	Scout	Centre.	
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How the Scout Group Was Re-born After the War 
Documents	the	re-formation	of	the	Group	in	March	1946	by	Laurence	Lees,	Kim	Budd,	Alan	
Sleator	and	others	associated	with	Newland	Park	Teachers	Training	College.	It	also	records	
that	the	old	Scout	Hut	behind	the	Parish	Church	was	in	poor	condition	and	that	early	
meetings	were	held	in	the	village	school.	

The Scout Group Was Re-established in 1946 
Records	the	development	of	the	Scout	Troop	and	Cub	Pack	during	the	late	1940s.	

Joining the Scout Movement 
Bill's	personal	recollections	of	joining	the	Group	and	the	early	post-war	camps.	



Summer Camp Locations (1946–1965) 
Provides	a	record	of	annual	camps	attended	by	the	Group	including	Bryher	(1946),	Dunster	
(1947),	Crickhowell	(1948),	Guernsey	(1959),	the	Pyrenees	Expedition	(1961)	and	
Weymouth	(1965).	

The Old Scout Hut and Silver Hill Scout Centre 
Records	that	the	old	Scout	Hut	stood	behind	Bowstridge	Farm	and	the	Parish	Church;	that	
Geoffrey	Pennel	provided	architectural	services	free	of	charge;	that	John	Browne	and	Fred	
Adams	played	leading	roles	in	the	project;	and	describes	the	creation	of	the	Silver	Hill	Scout	
Centre.	

Opening of the Scout Centre and Later Years 
Reflections	on	the	opening	of	Silver	Hill	and	later	developments	within	the	Group.	

Bill Carden's Scouting Service Record 
Senior	Scout	(1947);	Assistant	Scout	Leader	(1950);	Scout	Leader	(1952);	Group	Scout	
Leader	(1958);	Assistant	District	Commissioner	(1966);	Medal	of	Merit	(1963).	

Editor's Note 
These	papers	were	prepared	by	former	Group	Scout	Leader	Bill	Carden	in	January	2007	and	
preserved	as	an	important	primary	source	for	the	history	of	1st	Chalfont	St	Giles	Scout	
Group.	


















